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Each year, the Daemen College

financial assistance, so by support

SmithBarney Golf Classic works

ing the College, you will be making

to raise a significant portion of

a difference for the vast majority

our scholarship funding. This year

of our students. As we work our

saw the 25th annual event in this

way through these difficult times,

series, which has raised more than

you can provide the opportunity

$300,000 for student scholarships

for a student to receive a Daemen

at Daemen. It’s a significant sum,

College education. By doing so,

and I want to take a moment to

you will be making a difference

extend a sincere thank you to all

for years to come. Thank you.

of those individuals and businesses
who have provided such consistent
support to the College over the
For any college or university,

Martin J. Anisman
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years of this event.
President

maintaining excellence in today’s
rapidly-changing economy is a

There are, of course, many other

challenging venture. Daemen

ways to provide support to Daemen

College is fortunate to have

College students, some of which

many strong supporters, all of

are outlined in this issue of

whom help us to maintain a

Daemen Today. If you are interested

consistently high level of excel

in providing support to Daemen

lence in teaching and learning.

College, but are perhaps not

It is your generosity and support

certain of what form that support

that makes this possible, year

might take, please contact Patricia

after year.

M. Smith, Daemen Director of
Leadership Giving.

Scholarships are an important
key to our ability to attract and

Nearly 80 percent of all Daemen

keep many top-quality students.

students receive some form of
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Above: On stage at the 2009 Daemen
Commencement, receiving Doctoral
Degrees in physical therapy (L-R)
Scott Jablonka, with Dean of Enroll
ment Management Dr. Patricia R.
Brown; Jessica Jenney, with Vice
President for Business Affairs Robert
C. Beiswanger Jr.; and Rebecca Martel
Jordan, with Vice President for Student
Affairs Dr. Richanne C. Mankey.
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Right: Author Carlos Fuentes signs
autographs for audience members.

A World o f O pportunity

H

C O V ER : The Daemen Ecotrail, located
along a stream behind Canavan Hall
on the campus, incorporates art and
nature for recreational and class use.

f jY ^ I
K ip i*»k”

Byjgji

SKtaSSi

W e say a g o o d gard e n er has a green th u m b - a n d .
you can Sayth e sam e thing about a coliégé as well
That seërhS to 'b e the lodk of thé verdant landscape5
^ tl5 a é rn é fi'C o tlë g e 'th é ^ days!- Everywhere ycftr
f o ó ^ i t ’s likè aTAæü-téfïdéd g arde n inside arid out.
By Paul Chimèra

^ J r e e n initiatives - efforts to engage
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with and care for the natural environment

St

around us - are growing like a riot of

I

tulips in springtime. One such initiative
is a patch of ground in Buffalo’s Seneca
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Babcock neighborhood - now turned
into fertile land by Daemen’s Center
for Sustainable Communities and Civic
Engagement (CSCCE). Center Executive
Director Cheryl Bird, and Sharon Benz,
Director, note that it’s now Daemen’s

\V

eleventh year doing community work

&

in Seneca Babcock, as well as in Buffalo’s
Fruit Belt and West Side; all are regions

//»/(I

marked by poverty and limited
opportunities.
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Above: Alumna Katherine Beyer ’0 7 , Social Work,
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returned to the Seneca Babcock neighborhood after
earning a MS in Social Work. In addition to serving
as coordinator of the Babcock Neighborhood
Garden, Katherine also works as director of the
summer program and coordinator of the after
school program at the Seneca Street Church.
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But opportunity recently came
knocking this past April when ground

of living for residents of the Seneca-

was broken on a community garden at

Babcock area, in terms of nutrition,

a long-closed school site in the Seneca

healthcare, education, economic pros

Babcock neighborhood. Bird, quoted in

perity, and environmental awareness.

a prominent feature article in The Buffalo

“The community garden not only

News by reporter and author Maki Becker,

can lead to improved nutrition, but it

noted, “There really is this exciting

also engages kids in creating something

revitalization going on in Buffalo.”

while at the same time providing food,”

Bird was one of the garden’s organizers.

said Bird, in discussing the 20 raised

“There seems to be a movement toward

beds formed by concrete blocks on

empowerment in neighborhoods,” she

the grounds of former School 26 on

added. “I definitely see it happening,”

Harrison Street.

she told The News. “The excitement
builds on itself.”
Bird and Benz explained that the
Babcock Neighborhood Garden is

Half of the beds are available to
neighborhood residents; the rest are
being divided up among community
agencies.

another seed planted in the overall goal

Funding of this Daemen-sponsored

of growing and cultivating a better way

green initiative is courtesy of an $8,000

ppp

Center, left to right:
More than 10 0 residents, volunteers and govern. ment officials attended the Sodbusting Day for the
Babcock Neighborhood Garden April 2 5 , 2 008.
The big event took place at the former Buffalo
Public School # 26, 8 4 Harrison Street, in Buffalo.
A tomato was among the very first of the garden’s
vegetables. Success!
Service Learning student, Kyle Amidon and Dr.
Brenda Young at WNY Earth Day at the Buffalo Zoo.

Facing page: Dr. Brenda Young, far right, along with
students preparing a rain garden demonstration site
to control storm water along the Ecotrail.
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grant from LUSH - a Vancouver, Canada,
organic cosmetic company. It all creates
a sense of community and empower
ment, Bird and Benz emphasized. “It’s
getting them to do something about the
situation they’re in,” says Bird.
Another gone-green activity - the
second time Daemen is hosting it - is
the 2009 World on Your Plate Food
Forum, scheduled for Oct. 9 and 10,
2009. World on Your Plate is a coalition
of groups and individuals working
together to restore the earth. How? It
works by promoting sustainability for
farmers, farm workers, and consumers;
by advancing education and action on
issues of food safety, security and
sovereignty; and by creating a table
where all are welcome.
The World on Your Plate Food
Forum features a smorgasbord of work
shops spanning a wide range of agricul
tural, political and social issues, plus
speakers, organic meals and more.
The Center for Sustainable
Communities and Civic Engagement

was also deeply involved in planning
and staging of their 5th annual
Environmental Summit, held Sept. 26
on .campus, under the 2009 theme,
“Pushing Forward.” 'The annual event
includes speakers and workshops
dealing with green sensibilities, such as
making one’s home more energy efficient;
community gardening, and how individ
uals can become active in ensuring that
important, planet-friendly legislation
and other issues become a reality.
The CSCCE’s Bird and Benz also
waxed enthusiastic about the Western
New York Earth Day Family Expo at the
Buffalo Zoo, which took place this past
June 20, and which featured interactive
displays and demonstrations from vari
ous environmental organizations - all
ultimately with the message for young
sters to “Make Every Day Earth Day!”
In February of this year, Daemen
College was also involved with the
National Teach-In on global warming
solutions, an event CSCCE sponsored,
which featured, among others, Daemen
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Above and center: Students make a team effort in
reusing parking lot curb barriers as stepping stones,
to cross the Ecotrail stream.
Left: Daemen’s Fourth Annual Environmental
Summit: “My Environment, My Choice,” was held
on campus September 27, 2008.

Associate Professor of History Dr. Penny
Messinger speaking on “Clean Coal: What
the Marketing Campaign Leaves Out.”
Finally, given how green Daemen’s
CSCCE is, it should come as no surprise
that Benz proudly displays the Good
Going Award the College received on
the occasion of Buffalo-Niagara Earth
Day, 2008 - an initiative sponsored by
NFTA (Niagara Frontier Transportation
Authority)-METRO.
Meanwhile, transportation is strictly
by foot as you walk the fascinating quar
ter-mile Ecotrail along the west edge of
the campus - a project that is one of
many initiatives blooming in the garden
presided over largely by Natural
Sciences Chair Dr. Brenda Young. In
June, Dr. Young was awarded national
certification on LEED Professional

Top: Lumber is reused to create an Ecotrail bench.
Above: Associate Professor Kevin J. Kegler and
students work on Ecotrail construction.

Accreditation, which distinguishes
building professionals with possessing
the knowledge and skills to successfully
steward the LEED certification process
(LEED Certification is awarded for
Leadership in Environmental Engineering
and Design).
In fact, Dr. Young says she would
like to see a non-major environmental
science course developed that would
actually use the green features of
Daemen’s new Research & Information
Commons (RIC). This, she notes, would
tie in nicely with Daemen’s joining of
AASHE - the Association for the
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher
Education.
But it’s the campus Ecotrail that along with Dr. Young’s editing of the
monthly Enviro-News email newsletter

(www.daemen.edu/offices/academicaffairs/econews/)

- is one of the most visible manifestations
of Daemen’s gone-green commitment.
Dr. Young and Associate Professor of
Graphic Design Kevin J. Kegler first
presented the Ecotrail project at a
campus-wide faculty meeting a couple
of years ago. This spring, Daemen Today
magazine went on a walk on the Ecotrail,
with Dr. Young as our knowledgeable
tour guide.
If you’ve never had the experience,
check it out the next time you’re on campus
- preferably during a season when the
trail’s lush greenery is there to enjoy.
A highlight at the starting end of the
Ecotrail is the Green Roof - a small
wooden shed whose roof is dotted with
robust succulents. The original purpose
of green roofs - which are not uncom

mon in places like Portland, Oregon,
and in other parts of the country - was
to control storm water, says Dr. Young.
“They also help insulate heated build
ings as well as protect the roof itself,”
she added. “Aesthetically, they create a
kind of natural park-like space.”
Dr. Young also points out that the
Green Roof shed at Daemen features
special paint and stains that “don’t give
off nasty fumes ”
Nearby, she shows us the Rain
Garden, in which spider warts and
sedges are planted - a natural patch of
garden that helps absorb water coming
in from the surrounding lawns and
parking areas. Then we began our walk
through the fairly dense foliage - made
a bit too much so by a pesky invasive
plant species called Japanese Knotweed,

which crowds out other beautiful species
as well as berries for wildlife. The Ecotrail
is home to ground hogs, turkeys, birds,
deer, and the occasional fox.
A few steps ontp the trail and you
come upon a minimalist metal sculpture
by Daemen Professor of Art Dennis W.
Barraclough. The plan, says Dr. Young,
is to eventually have more sculpture
along the trail - even displays of poetry
verse - as the trail takes on an increas
ingly mixed-media tenor.
Already, there’s a large-diameter
drainage pipe that, rather than being
moved away, remains an Ecotrail fixture.
It not only has a wooden sitting bench
affixed to it, but is artistically painted
inside with an outdoors theme. Likewise,
heavy stone parking barriers serve as
stepping-stones along the path and cross
ing stones for traversing a little brook
alongside part of the journey. These
weighty items were levered into place by
a team of eight to ten Daemen students.
You’ll also eventually come upon some
man-made brush piles that are habitats for
songbirds. There’s even a weather station

Top: The Ecotrail display kiosk is constructed
from reused lumber, with a green plant roof.
Center: Metal Ecotrail sculpture by Dennis W.
Barraclough, Daemen Professor of Art.
Above: Daemen’s Research & Inform ation
Commons (RIC) is designed to conserve energy,

just off the trail’s south end, which meas
ures temperature, humidity, wind speed,
and rainfall. Dr. Young - gazing north at a
patch of sloping campus property between
the Ecotrail and Rosary Hall - envisions
the possibility of an amphitheater on the
down slope.
As briefly alluded to earlier, the com
prehensive Enviro-News - which Young
has been compiling/editing since January
2005 - now has more than 1,000 read
ers on its list, and is published every
month. It came about, she says, when
the Advisory Board of the Center for
Sustainability and Civic Engagement
noted that there hadn’t been enough
attention on environmental issues.
There sure is now.
Daemen’s green initiatives also
include successful campus recycling
programs, and, most recently, the envi
ronmentally innovative components of
the Research & Information Commons.
That facility is viewed as an ecological
system, and under Dr.Young’s guidance,
will be utilized as an on-going research
and educational project, with data from
the facility being constantly monitored for
performance and efficiency. This will allow
Daemen faculty and students to view the
effects of energy efficient building and
sustainability firsthand, and in relationship
to facilities that are not “green.”
As Cheryl Bird points out, “It isn’t
just about special events that come and
go. Most of Daemen’s green initiatives
are ongoing, which will hopefully give
us more opportunities to have a lasting
impact on the environment.”

water, and other resources; maximize the use
of recycled materials; minimize the use of toxic
materials, and is am ong the first freestanding
“green” buildings on a WNY college cam pus.
Right: The “World on Your Plate” event at Daemen
prom oted awareness of local agricultural issues.
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Casey Kelly ^08 has always loved art

"The 4.0 Initiative plays off the idea

- drawing and painting, especially - two

of a perfect G.P.A. - 4.0." Casey explains.

artistic propensities she honed early on,

"Everyone in college wants a 4.0 G.P.A.,

winning art competitions during her

so why not strive for a 4.0 environment?

pre-college days, and landing a couple

A Green Point Average! The brand is a

of Daemen scholarships on the strength

perfect 4.0 in raising awareness among

of her creative skills. An active student,

college students towards the issues sur

Casey describes art and design as her

rounding environmental sustainability."

passion - well, one of them. There's also

Casey would like to continue to develop

soccer, running, hiking, biking (fitness

her website, greenpointaverage.org,

in general), and some volunteer work. By

through which she and Kim would like to

the time she entered her senior year at

eventually promote the 4.0 Initiative.

Daemen, she had also become passionate

The goal is for colleges and universities to

about the environment. "Environmental

eventually be able to download materials

sustainability is an issue that is becoming

and information to easily organize and

central to our lives today, and in the

implement 4.0 events on campuses

future," Casey says. "It is something that

nationwide.

should be a part of every college student's
life, too: today's and tomorrow's students
are in a position to make responsible use

4.0 event ideas, issues and easy ways to

of resources. It is easy to make simple

be green on campus. The 4.0 Initiative is

lifestyle changes that save us time, money

an easy, approachable way to encourage

and energy. It's just a matter of knowing

college students to be green without being

what to do and actually doing it. With new

over-the-top or overwhelming.
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Photos: A key goal of 4.0 Initiative™ is to encourage
students to share, trade, and re-use items that would
otherwise be bought, and simply tossed away.

Casey and Kim have developed a

lege is the perfect time to start learning

package that could be given to incoming

about and practicing sustainability."

students, to introduce them to The 4.0

To help deliver this message, during

«g*

"My goal," Casey says, "is to promote
the initiative so that students can share

responsibilities and a strict budget, col

FOR OUR
FUTURE

Initiative. Last year at Daemen, a 4.0 daily

her senior year, Casey, together with

planner was handed out to students that

Daemen Assistant Professor of Graphic

included simple ways to be green.

Design Kim Fleischman, developed her
senior design project based on her

Through the 4 .o initiative™ we w ill d e sig n

passion for design and environmental

m aterials a n d have inform ation, that reflects

sustainability. The 4.0 Initiative, a

each college or u n iv e rsity cam pus, along with

concept that aims to increase awareness

dow n-loadable m aterials

towards the issue of environmental

fo r events a n d programs.

sustainability among college students was

- Casey Kelly '08

born. The 4.0 Initiative presents itself in
a way that is visually engaging to college
students and easy to implement.
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Great Lakes United, Now at Daemen,
Watches Out For World's Largest
Fresh Water Ecosystem
By Paul Chimera

Newly located on the first floor of Canavan

conservation, and the Great Lakes in

Hall on the Daemen College campus in

particular."

Amherst, Great Lakes United (GLU) has its

Gibson said there had been a lack of

sights set well beyond campus borders -

a regional focus in terms of protecting

taking on the mission of preserving and

the Great Lakes, but that has changed

restoring the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence

due to the establishment of GLU as an

River ecosystem.
Established in 1982, Great Lakes United

umbrella group, bringing together a mix
of like-minded people.

is made up of member organizations repre

Am ong key initiatives in which GLU is

senting environmentalists, conservationists,

involved is the issue of aquatic invasive

hunters, anglers, labor unions, community

species - namely zebra mussels, which

groups, and citizens of the United States,

are ubiquitous across the lakes, after

Canada, and First Nations and Tribes.

first hitching a ride on an ocean vessel

GLU is an international coalition, and its

in 1959 and then discovered in 1988 in

Daemen- based office is joined by offices

ballast discharge.

in Montreal, Ottawa, and Kitchener in

"To this day, we still d on 't have the

Canada. Bonnie Danni, Great Lakes

protections, regulations and laws that

United's director of finance, was introduced

would stop zebra mussels in the first

to Dr. Edward G. Clausen, Daemen's vice-

place," said Gibson. "They've done

president and dean of academic affairs,

billions of dollars in damage."

who demonstrated a keen personal interest

The problem is that these mussels

"We feel that there is much
in com m on between the
m ission o f Daemen College
and Great Lakes U nited"
- Dr. Edwin Clausen

,

V.P. fo r Academ ic Affairs

hasn't been looked at in over a decade,"

in water conservation and protection of

"drown out" the food for all the natural

he said in a telephone interview this past

the Great Lakes. That meeting was instru

creatures; clog pipes; and, as Gibson

spring. "Industrial discharges were choking

mental in bringing GLU to Daemen.

puts it, "knock the floor out of the food

the Great Lakes. Lake Erie was considered

chain." The good news is that the coalition

at the brink of death."

GLU Communications Director Brent
Gibson commented, "Daemen College

is closer now to finally having protection

prides itself on challenging its students to

for ballast water discharges. Legislation

problem of climate change projected to

push as far as possible and to take an active

has been passed, and litigation is under

cause a drop in Great Lakes water levels,

Another dimension to the issue is the

role in their world, both local and global.

way with the Environmental Protection

causing problems for coastal wetlands and

These core values are the same as those on

Agency (EPA). "We're confident we'll soon

for people who draw water from the lakes.

which Great Lakes United was founded."

have some of the strongest protections

In mid-June of this year the United States

against this," Gibson predicted.

and Canada pledged to update that key

"We feel that there is much in common
between the mission of Daemen College

Another key initiative Great Lakes

agreement to protect the Great Lakes from

and Great Lakes United," noted Dr. Clausen.

United is tackling is a Great Lakes Water

the impact of climate change, invasive

"We are very glad to have them here

Quality Agreement between the United

species and other likely threats.

with us on campus. It 's a partnership

States and Canada. Gibson says "the issue

that should enable us, together, to focus

of water quality of the Great Lakes has

obviously an enormous amount of water in

on the increasingly vital issue of water

been stagnant and an official agreement

the Great Lakes, it's essentially a closed

Gibson points out that while there's

Great Lakes United announces progress in the passing of new
legislation designed to contain zebra mussels, which have
done billions of dollars in damages across the Great Lakes.

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, with Canadian officials,
on the Rainbow Bridge in Niagara Falls, June 13,2009, at the
Centennial Celebration of the 1909 signing of the Boundary
Waters Treaty, between the U.S. and Canada. The landmark
agreement continues to guide the U.S. and Canadian govern
ments in their management of transboundary natural
resources, said Great Lakes United spokespersons.

system. Only 1 percent of the water in the

use. " It 's a real eye-opener when you see

Great Lakes is renewable, of which some 40

how much less Europeans use," Gibson

- a small town hit hard by factory closings

million people live. "The idea of abundance

added.

- and Thunder Bay, people there really

is really a myth," Gibson states. He calls it a

A couple years back, Great Lakes United

By contrast, in places such as Wallaceburg

bonded with the waters around them.

"one-time gift of the glaciers," but - while

conducted a public opinion research project,

it's huge - it's also very vulnerable.

using focus groups to get a sense of what

importance of water and the Great Lakes

people thought about the Great Lakes.

to their lives and experiences.

So GLU is developing water conservation
measures, where each jurisdiction is man

They felt a strong, firm connection to the

Those living in Toronto and Montreal really

"En gagin g with natural resources,"

dated to putin placfe conservation plans.

didn't engage in it as a rich body of water.

says Gibson, "is what turns people on to

Interestingly, says Gibson, Canada and

" It was just a 'thing.' Water came out of

protecting them."

the USA use more water per capita than

the tap, but not out of the lake," as Gibson

anyone else in the world. That includes

characterized the attitudes of many big-

to become involved in this grassroots

livestock and irrigation as well as personal

city residents.

coalition can get details at: www.glu.org.

Organizations or individuals wishing
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New York Congressman
Christopher J. Lee
Addresses Graduates

Representative Lee's priorities in
Congress include strong constituent service,
putting Western New Yorkers back to work,
holding Washington accountable for every
dollar it spends, and seeking out long-term
solutions for our energy and health care
challenges. A native Western New Yorker,
Lee graduated from Kenmore East High
U.S. Representative Christopher 3. Lee

"Remember, that we - the U.S. - repre

School. He earned a Bachelor's Degree in

(R-26th Congressional District) addressed

sent only 5 % of the world's population.

economics and finance from the University

the Daemen College 2009 Commencement.

The world doesn't revolve around us.

of Rochester, and went on to receive an MBA

Ceremonies were held Saturday, May 16,
in Kleinhans Music Hall, in Buffalo.
The College awarded approximately

"In today's world of instant connectivity
- Facebook, Twitter, and 24-7 communica

at Chapman University in Orange, California.
Chris and his wife, Michele, reside in

tion - i t is vita l that each of you get out

Clarence, New York, and have one young

314 undergraduate degrees; 14 combined

and communicate with people face-to-face.

son,Johnathan.

undergrad/graduate degrees (BS/MS);

Meet people, and you will learn much more

The College also awarded four special

and approximately 425 graduate degrees,

about them; don't hide behind a computer.

honors: Tamblyn E.Gawley, an Art-Painting

for a total of approximately 753 degrees.

" I also urge you to think about your

Specialization (BFA) major from North

community - and ask yourself what you

Tonawanda, NY, received the College's

2009, Lee received Daemen College's

can do to make it better. And don't be

most prestigious academic award for

highest recognition, the Honorary Doctor

afraid to take risks. I had zero political

maintaining a 3.99 GPA throughout her

of Laws Degree. In addressing the Class

experience when I decided to make my

undergraduate years. The award is named

of 2009, Representative Lee urged the

first run for elected office. You don't want

in honor of Charles L. Lumsden, a former

graduates to go out and see the world.

to live your life with regrets."

chairman of the Board of Trustees.

Following his remarks to the Class of

10
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Rachel A. Baird, a History major in the
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Adolescence Education: Social Studies
Daemen President Dr. Martin J. Anisman

Program from East Syracuse, NY, received
the 2009 Daemen College President's

" “

11 !

(L) and Daemen Board of Trustees Chair
Caroline Hassett Buerk '59 (R), award
Christopher 3. Lee Daemen College's

Award. Each year, the award goes to the
student who has demonstrated an out
standing record of leadership and involve
ment in the College community, in addition

highest recognition, the Honorary

m m -ti

Doctor of Laws Degree.

■I

Tamblyn E.Gawley received the

r

Charles L. Lumsden Award, from Daemen
Trustees Ellen White (L) and Dale B.

to outstanding concern for fellow students.
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The Mary Angela Canavan Award is
Rachel A. Baird, a History major,

named for the second president of the
College, and is presented to the student
who best exemplifies a dedication to and
enthusiasm for campus life. The 2009

received the 2009 Daemen College
President's Award.

Canavan Award.
The Daemen College Alumni Senior Award is
presented to Megan Marie Herr, a Natural

The Daemen Alumni Senior Award, given
by the Daemen College/ Rosary Hill Alumni

^ f
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major, received the 2009 Mary Angela

award was presented to Elida L. Alvarez,
a Social Work (BA) major from Bronx, NY.

F

Elida L. Alvarez, a Social Work (BA)

Science: Individualized Studies major. With

I s

I
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a Natural Science: Individualized Studies
(BS) major from Tonawanda, NY. The award
recognizes an outstanding senior who
has made a significant contribution to
the College.

1

her are Daemen Trustee Wayne D. Wisbaum
(L), and 3udy Weidemann '58, Chair,

Association, went to Megan Marie Herr,

■

Association Board of Governors (R).
Proud graduates ceremoniously move
their tassels to signify "we made it!"
Commencement is a day that always
brings about big smiles!
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Daemen College/Rosary Hill Alumni
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Internationally Acclaimed
Author, Statesman

Carlos Fuentes
Speaks at Daemen
xVuthor, statesman and scholar Carlos

and its contentious relationship with the

Fuentes, who has defined the cultural,

superpower to the north. His nonfiction

to these and other pressing global

emotional and hereditary identity of

work and essays also celebrate the rich

problems, Fuentes pointed out, lie in

an entire continent, spoke at Daemen

access to medical care. The solutions

contributions of Latin culture (including

an approach that ties in both global and

College, April 16, 2009. Fuentes’ talk,

The Buried Mirror, which became a

local actions.

“Globalization: A New Deal for a New

Discovery Channel series). His latest

Age,” served as the keynote address to

book, The Eagle’s Throne, “is the most

advancements, improved farming

the 2009 Daemen College Academic

wickedly entertaining novel of Fuentes’

techniques, and increased access to

Festival, and was held in Wick Center

career,” said The New York Times.

education, to name just three areas,

on the Daemen campus. Daemen

In his remarks to a full house audi

“Technology, in the form of medical

can work, in part, to help bring about

College acknowledges the generosity

ence of nearly 700, Fuentes cited the

changes in people’s lives - changes for

of Robert Warren and the Estate of

global challenges faced by both devel

the better. But, technology alone cannot

Rupert Warren in helping to make this

oped and the developing countries

provide the answers; the solutions can

event possible.

around the world.

only be achieved through partnerships

Carlos Fuentes is recognized world

“Three trillion dollars circulates

between both local and national

wide as one of the greatest literary and

around the world each day. But only

governments, and their peoples.

political figures of the Spanish-speak

20 percent of the world’s population

This, I call global co-responsibility.”

ing world. Fuentes’ novels include

receives 80 percent of the world’s

The New York Times bestseller, The Old

Fuentes has won Mexico’s National

income. More than half of the world’s

Prize in Literature, the Miguel de

Gringo, the first American bestseller

population lives in poverty; 600 million

Cervantes Prize (the highest honor for

written by a Mexican author (also

people live without a roof over their

a Spanish-language writer), France’s

made into a film starring Gregory Peck

heads, and one billion people have no

Legion of Honor and the Four Freedoms

and Jane Fonda), as well as the classics

access to clean drinking water.”

Award. He was the first recipient of

Terra Nostra and The Death of Artemio

He cited global statistics of 900

the Latin Civilization Award presented

Cruz, which look deeply into the identity

million people suffering from malnour-

by the Presidents of Brazil, Mexico

of Latin America, its internal conflicts

ishment, and two billion who lack

and France.

Daemen Offers First Doctor ofN ursing Practice (DNP)
w is , % ¥ M
i' m
Proaramin WNY
areas as health care finance; organiza
tional theory and health care manage
ment; leadership development; and
research for evidence-based practice.
Students will also complete a clinical
internship, emphasizing a systematic
appraisal of the health care environ
ment. This will create the opportunity
for students to launch innovative
changes in a practice setting.
For students entering at the post
baccalaureate level, the program is 72
credits in length. Nurse Practitioners,
In an ever-changing, complex health

help nurses meet the increasingly

or Clinical Nurse Specialists holding a

care arena, nursing is continually

complex and challenging requirements

Master’s Degree, will complete 36

inspired to grow and move beyond its

of the health care field, and Daemen

credits in the DNP Program. To meet

traditions. To better enable nursing

has gathered a distinguished group of

the needs of working nurses, classes

professionals to meet these challenges,

faculty to teach in it.”

will meet on Thursday evenings and

Daemen College now offers a Doctor

The Daemen faculty will provide

of Nursing Practice (DNP) Program -

expert instruction in such academic

be offered in a web-enhanced or
online format.

an advanced practice clinical doctorate,
which will afford Advance Practice
Nurses the opportunity to expand
their knowledge base and skill set.
There are many institutions of
higher education offering this degree
nationwide, but none are available in
the seven counties of Western New
York (Erie;. Niagara; Chautauqua;
Orleans; Cattaraugus; Genesee; and
Allegany). The Daemen College DNP
is the first program of its type to be

"This program is
designed to help nurses
meet the increasingly
complex and challenging
requirements o f the
health care fie ld , and
Daemen has gathered
a distinguished group o f
faculty to teach in it "

available in Western New York.
“We conducted feasibility studies
which reflected the interest and excite

-Nary Lou Rusin,
Ed.D.

ment of Advance Practice Nurses for
the DNP,” said Daemen Nursing
Department Chair Mary Lou Rusin,
Ed.D. “This program is designed to

For more information, contact the Daemen College Nursing Department
(716) 839-8387, or e- mail , mrusin @ daemen . edu . To reach Daemen
A dmissions, call (800) 462-7652, or admissions @ daemen. edu .
13

BuffaloJobFinder.

|

DAEMEN^Pil

1

A W orld o f O pportunity

Daemen Night at a Buffalo Bison's Game, 7.31.09
( ■ U

I BB4 9B B

■■H

pSESf m N k

'

aM B a

r

j

1 ^§Bili|0

Beer & Wine Tasting - Benefit for the Purchase of the Senior Class Gift, 5.8.09

^

mb M

w / ^ < L

1

Hp
H t

'StáLm^m

** jb

Left to right: Dave Skolen,

Daemen College Women’s
Basketball Coach and Sports
Information Director, Sarah
Bogardus, Wall of Fame inductee,
Mary Kate Wilson, Wall of Fame
inductee and Don Silveri, Daemen
College Men’s Basketball Coach
and Director of Athletics.

M a r y Kate Wilson and Sarah
Bogardus are the most recent
inductees into the Daemen College
Wall of Fame, for their exceptional
athletic achievements on the basket
ball court.
Wilson, of East Aurora and in her
fourth year of the Doctor of Physical
Therapy Program, is only the second
athlete in Daemen history to be
named both an Honorable Mention
All-American on the court as well as
an NAIA All-American Scholar-Athlete.
She is a three-time All-Conference
selection, with one of those being a
lst-team pick.
“It means a lot to me, it’s a big deal
and an honor,” said Wilson. “I have
such a love of the game - it’s never
like a ‘job’ to me.” She said her par
ents are very proud, and noted her
father was poised to go to college on
a basketball scholarship before being
drafted into military service during
the Vietnam war.
Wilson expects to work as a physical
therapist when she graduates in 2012,
preferably staying in the Buffalo area
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and hopefully working in a family
practice environment. For now, though,
not only will she still be around cam
pus for a while - hitting the books but she’ll also be hitting the court
again, now for the first time serving
as assistant coach.
Equally impressive statistics speak
volumes for Sarah Bogardus. The
Dunkirk native finishes her career
here as Daemen’s all-time leading
scorer, with 2,206 points. She’s also
among the school’s all-time leaders in
13 other statistical categories, includ
ing rebounds; blocks; field goals made;
field goals attempted; field goal
percentage; free throws made; free
throws attempted; three-point per
centage; points per game; and season
scoring average. Bogardus was a fouryear starter and led Daemen to three
National Tournaments and a 91-35
record. Daemen’s conference record
was 51-10 during her career and the
team’s record at home was 48-3.
“Being inducted into the Wall of
Fame means the world to me and my
family,” says Bogardus, who graduated

in May with a degree in English
Adolescence Education, with a minor
in special education. “Basketball has
been such a huge part of my life for
as long as I can remember, and it just
validates that all my passion and hard
work has paid off.”
Notably, Bogardus is the first athlete
in Daemen history to be named to one
of the three All-American teams twice
during their career. She’s also a twotime ist-team All-AMC selection and
was once named the AMC “Player of
the Year.”
Bogardus, who will be attending
graduate school this fall at Fredonia
State University, studying literacy,
added that she would like to thank
her coaches - especially Dave Skolen her teammates, and professors “from
the bottom of my heart. These past
four years have been the best years
of my life, mainly because of them.
I would never have been successful
without any of them and I owe them
my gratitude and appreciation.”

Five of Daemen College’s eight
sports teams have been named
NAIA Scholar Teams — “the most
scholar teams we’ve ever had/’
enthused Dave Skolen, women’s
basketball coach and the school’s
sports information director.
Skolen tells Daemen Today that
the women’s cross-country team,
women’s soccer and volleyball,
and men’s cross-country and soccer
teams all maintained a team average
of at least 3.0, which garnered them
Scholar Team status in the National
Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics.
“It’s the first time we’ve ever had
five,” said Skolen. “They’re very selfmotivated, excelling academically
and athletically.”
The women's cross-country team
had Daemen's highest overall GPA
with a 3.35. The women's soccer team
made the list for the third year in a
row while the men's soccer team
made it for the second straight year.
All of Daemen's student athletes —
104 on eight teams — combined for
an impressive average GPA of 3.05.
Such achievement reflects the
“well-roundedness” afforded to
Daemen undergraduates who main
tain high marks in both arenas, and
supports the college’s core values of
achievement both in and outside the
classroom.

Kathleen McCarthy’60 credits Rosary Hill College, now Daemen, with giving her the grounding of a
liberal arts education that she has carried with her in her personal and professional lives. And she wants
to make sure that future generations of Daemen students can have this same opportunity.
Kathleen has purchased a life insurance policy that names Daemen College as the beneficiary. She
signed over the policy to the College, which pays the premiums on the policy each year. But by reimbursing
the College for the annual premiums, Kathleen may claim a charitable deduction on her income tax.
Through this thoughtful, and easy-to-make gift, Kathleen is a charter member of the M. Angela Canavan
OSF Legacy Society.
“Whether you knew it as Rosary Hill or as Daemen, today, the College offers students the same world
of opportunity that guided us on our way,” she said. “It was there that I developed the leadership skills I
later called on to shape my career with the federal government. Now, I’m doing what I can to give back,
so that Daemen College continues to be a living and learning environment for tomorrow’s leaders.”
Through planned gifts such as this, Daemen alumni will continue to make an impact for years to come.
Gifts of Life Insurance: Privacy, No Fees and No Inconvenience
By using life insurance to make a charitable gift, you can often make a gift larger than you thought possible. And there are many
choices available:

• Gift an existing policy that has outlived its original purpose.
• Take out a new policy naming Daemen College as beneficiary or co-beneficiary.
• Utilize a life insurance policy to replace another asset used to make a charitable gift.

Life insurance may offer you an excellent way to make a meaningful gift to Daemen College without using current spendable
income or assets that may be needed for other purposes. And a planned gift of this type qualifies you for membership in the
M. Angela Canavan, OSF Legacy Society.
For more information on how to make a gift of life insurance to Daemen College or another type of planned gift, contact
Pat Smith, Director of Leadership Giving, at 716 .8 39.8255 or psmith@daemen.edu.

Daemen Scientific Research is Theme for Scholarship Luncheon
The spirit of scientific research was alive

luncheon also featured several members

at a scholarship luncheon hosted by Dr.

of the Daemen Natural Science faculty.

Mary C. Ricotta, former Program Director
of the Medical Technology Program at

Since retiring from her position as
associate professor, Dr. Ricotta has

Daemen College. The luncheon, which

remained involved in her profession by

took place June 13 at Transit Valley

consulting in the clinical laboratory

Country Club in Amherst, celebrated

sciences, publishing extensively in

careers in scientific inquiry, which are

professionaljournals, and maintaining

assisted at Daemen College by the Mary

an active speaking schedule.

C. Ricotta Endowed Scholarship. The
(L-R) Dr. David Cristantello, Daemen Vice President for External Relations; Dr. Kristin Fries, Associate Professor for Natural Sciences; Gregory Cimerman, 2010 and
2008 scholarship recipient; Mary O'Donnell, 2000 recipient; Jason Kirk, 2001 recipient; Dr. Mary C. Ricotta; Dr. Brenda Young, Chair, Daemen Department of Natural
Sciences; Dr. Laura Edsberg, Associate Professor, Chair, Daemen Natural and Health Sciences Research Center.
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course, the highlight of what is new on campus. What a
resource for students and faculty! The building itself,
built to high “green” standards, makes a powerful
statement on Main Street.
During Homecoming Weekend in November, we will
honor several distinguished alumni. The events of
the weekend are well planned and offer something of
interest to everyone. Why don’t you plan to attend to
honor these graduates who have contributed so much
to their professions, their communities, and Daemen
College? We would love to see you there.
Finally, the work of the Daemen College/Rosary Hill
Alumni Association continues. The Board of Governors,
and Vice President for External Relations David
Cristantello, Director of Annual Giving & Alumni
Relations Lauren Metzger ’05, and Assistant Director
of Annual Giving & Alumni Relations Kate Belliotti
Graf ’06 all work closely with the Buffalo Chapter, and
also visit and communicate with Chapters all over the
United States. We are currently working on revising the
Constitution of the Board of Governors and formulating
a slate of new officers. There will be a General Meeting
of the Board of Governors during Homecoming
Weekend, so we sincerely hope to see many Alumni at
Dear Rosary Hill/ Daemen College Alumni,

that meeting.

The fall, 2009, semester is off to a very strong start.

There will be a new Chair of the Board of Governors

Enrollment projections were already realized by June

after the November meeting, so I would like to take this

o f2009, so there is a large freshman class in place,

opportunity to say thank you to everyone.. . it has been

ready to take on the changes and initiatives that this

a pleasure for me to serve in this position.

academic year will bring. As graduates of this College,
we know that the thrust is always forward.

Sincerely,
Judy Weidemann ’58

While we look back with great affection, we can

Chair, Board of Governors

applaud all that the years have brought to our College.

Daemen College /Rosary Hill Alumni Association

The new Research & Information Commons is, of

Visit our new website! www.daemen.edu/alumni
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Brenden Gannon ’83

The Daemen College/Rosary Hill Alumni Association 2009-2010 Buffalo Chapter Council was
installed on June 18, 2009. Above from left: Past President, Brenden Gannon ’83; President,
Claudia Pirri Nowak 74; Member at Large, Andrew Wheeler ’04; Secretary, Cynthia Karcher ’98;
Member at Large, Joann Rogers Szwejbka ’61; Member at Large, Adriane Williams 5oi; Young
Alumni Representative, Scott Fiege ’06. Not pictured: President Elect, Cathy Bosch ’98.
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25th Annual Daemen/Smith Barney Golf Classic
G le n n A r th u r s a n d C h ris to p h e r M a lo f

a n d a w ards ce rem o nie s fo llo w in g th e

o f M o rg a n S ta n le y S m ith B a r n e y

d a y's g o lfin g . " S o , th e v a s t m a jo rity

p re s e n te d th e 2 5 th A n n u a l D aem en

o f o u r s tu d e n ts do b e n e fit fro m th e

C o lle g e S m ith B a r n e y G o lf Classic, h eld

g e n e ro s ity o f e v e ry o n e w h o plays in

J u n e 1 5 , 2 0 0 9 , a t Pa rk C o u n tr y Club

th is to u r n a m e n t. I t has s te a d ily g ro w n

o f B u ffa lo . Proceeds b e n e fit th e

o ve r th e y e a rs , t o be com e a m a jo r

D ae m e n C o lle g e S c h o la rs h ip F u n d .

source o f s ch o la rs h ip fu n d in g fo r th e

T h e H o n o r a r y C h a ir o f th is y e a r's

C o lle g e . O n b e h a lf o f D a e m e n , a n d o u r

to u r n a m e n t w as T h o m a s J a m b r o , P h D ,

s tu d e n ts , I w a n t t o say th a n k y o u to

w h o , 25 ye a rs a g o , cre ate d an e v e n t

Tom J a m b r o because he is , re a lly , th e

w hich becam e th e Daem en G o lf Classic.

reason th is to u r n a m e n t e x is ts . We

"N e a r ly 80 p e rc e n t o f a ll Dae m e n

tC *

Thank you to ou l
ma/or sponsors |
MorganStanley
SmittiBarj

Is

[M&TBankj

c o n g ra tu la te him on w h a t he has

stu d e n ts receive som e fo rm o f fin a n c ia l

a c c o m p lis h e d ."

a s s is ta n c e ," n o te d D ae m e n P re s id e n t

T h e 20 09 e v e n t raised $ 4 0 ,0 0 0 fo r

D r. M a rtin J . A n is m a n a t th e d in n e r

D ae m e n s c h o la rs h ip s.
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From top right: Daem en

G o lf Classic Founder and 2009

H o n o ra ry Chair, Dr. Thom as A . Ja m b ro addresses th e crowd
a t th e 25 th A n n u a l Eve n t.
Doug Schw allie, J o h n Rum schik, Wally S m ith , Gerald Saxe

S tu d e n t V o lu n te e r, A m a n d a Buckley w atches a go lfe r take s his be st s h o t a t th e L ib e rty M u tu al vid e o gam e

Kristin Fries, Paul M cCarthy, Dennis Barraclough and Gerald

c h a lle n ge.

O zim ek pause before shotgun fo r a group p h o to .
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Outstanding community service. An exemplary naval career in medicine, leading to
innovative outpatient care fo r patients with congestive heart failure. A rehabilitation
center that has helped more than 30,000 people. Those are just a portion o f the
achievements honored by the Daemen College/Rosary Hill Alumni Association,
when it named six individuals as its Distinguished Alumni fo r 2008.
Minister for Holy Trinity Church; Erie

Jtnw m aik yeoige ’66
Annemarie has a

Philharmonic Orchestra; and Curricula
Development for the Erie School
District, to name but a few.

I long and distin

i College/Rosary
B

Hill Alumni

Association, most recently, as secretary
for the Alumni Association Board of

lyuis ym n y\lathaus 98
College Bursar. It was with great sad

for 2 0 0 7 -2 0 0 8 .

ness that the Daemen community noted

She went on

Phyllis’ passing on November 28, 2007.

to lead the

colleague, close

years. Annemarie is a distinguished
faculty member in the Music Department
at Gannon University, and in 1988, was
one of an elite group of 28 music edu

month. During her tenure at Gannon,
she has served as the founding director
of the Schuster Gallery; the alumni
recruitment program; and the Creative
Arts Program. In 2 0 0 8 , Annemarie
was elected Chair of the Faculty Senate
for Gannon University. Annmarie has
served on many community boards,
including the Bayfront access
Beautification Organization; Mercyhurst
Prep Alumni Board; Eucharistic;

Chapter Board

She was a respected

and has stayed a loyal alumna for many

Chinese music educators for over a

Association,
Buffalo Chapter,

helped with the College recruitment

to travel to China, to teach and instruct

Daemen College/Rosary Hill Alumni

Phyllis Ann was formerly Daemen

Governors. In addition, Annemarie has

cators from across the US to be invited

Joanne is the 2 0 0 8 honoree for

graciously served as President of the

of involvement
with the Daemon

jloan ne Vogels Szw ejbka ’61
Dedication to the College. Joanne

guished record
■

Dedication to the College

i

of Directors in a

friend to many, and

range of innovative activities throughout

an advocate for ani

her term. These included a program at

mal health and well

Artpark during the summer of 2 0 0 7

being issues, Phyllis

and direct involvement in the well- .

began her Daemen

established Daemen College Film Series,

career in 1985, in the Student Accounts

done in conjunction with the Daemen

Office as a Receivables Clerk. She was

English Department, with several alum

promoted in 1987 to Student Accounts

ni introducing films in the series. When

Supervisor, and again in 2002 to Bursar.

the College celebrated its 60th anniver

Throughout 23 years, her devotion to

sary with a mass and brunch on June 1

the College remained a defining charac

of last year, Joanne served as Chair of

teristic, one that was known to many.

the Music Committee for the mass;

After fitting in classes around a busy

worked to design and even proofread

work schedule, she graduated from

the event’s program.

Daemen in 2 0 0 3 with a Master of
Science Degree in Global Business. She
couldn’t have been more proud of her
affiliations with the College and always
represented it w ell

¡Mygia
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Advancement in Careeer

Cliffoid Pyne 93
1

Si

one of the most
respected physical
therapy centers in

Cliff recently retired after over 21 years

the state, serving

of active military service in the United

both business and

States Navy as a Nurse Practitioner,

government. The

serving in an oncology practice. Cliff

long list of clients

Class of 2009
Reaches Goal
I I for Gift!
Members of Daemen's

completed his Bachelor’s Degree in

includes Steel Warehouse; Notre Dame

most recent senior class

Nursing at Daemen summa cum

University; Martins; the City of South

have reached their goal

laude. Returning to the states after an

Bend; and patient referrals from more

overseas posting, Cliff was stationed at

than 250 physicians and chiropractors.

of getting a brick added

Portsmouth Naval

to the Daemen College

Hospital, and

Founders' Walkway,

became aware of

leading into Rosary Hall.

the need for inten
sive outpatient

£ileen Pimal Jdetticn ’74

care for patients

Eileen has an impressive record of

with congestive

volunteer activities, impacting many

heart failure. He subsequently initiated

people during her 38 years of volun-

and coordinated a “Heart Failure

teerism. As a troop leader for over a

Clinic” that resulted in substantial

thousand young girls in the Girl Scouts;

savings to the military, and improved

teaching religion to youngsters, and

access to care for the patients he

servicing the needs

served. It was even more impressive

of members of her

that during this time, he also pursued a

Parish for many

Master's Degree as a Nurse Practitioner

years; and serving

at the University of Maryland, a four

as the driving

hour commute (one-way) from his

force in raising

Virginia home and family, maintaining

over $90,000

a 4.0 GPA.

for the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
increasing the Society’s ability to assist

Advancement in Careeer

Lla n Wclbonalcl ’82
Fran established the McDonald Physical
Therapy and Sports Rehabilitation
Center in South Bend, Indiana, in 1989.
Since then, the clinic has helped more
than 30,000 patients. Augmented by a
staff which provides, progressive treat
ment for even the most challenging
problems, McDonald Physical Therapy
and Sports Rehabilitation Center is

the needy. Eileen’s work has always
reflected her care for others; whenever
she has seen a need, she has done what
she could to respond to it.

E

The Class of 2009 brick
will be installed in the
fall. Congratulations to
the Class of 2009!
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Next time you snack on a handful of

Bu

Que BancfacJi

introduction of modem technologies

combined expertise drives develop

cashews, brew a cup of coffee, or slice

and practices in food production and

ment projects funded by the U.S.

a ripe mango for breakfast, travel in

marketing. The goal: to increase agri

Agency for International Development

your mind’s eye to the source of the

cultural income and thus the standard

(USAID), the World Bank, and other

food. Who planted the seed, tended

of living for people in underdeveloped

international aid agencies. The company

and harvested the fruit, processed the

nations around the globe.

has led projects in 20 countries.

product and shipped it off to your

With offices in eight locations on

Fintrac provides not a handout

local supermarket? More often than

four continents, Fintrac employs 200

but the tools to achieve long-term

we realize, we are fed by farmers who

people, including agronomists, pro

commercial success—and that means

cultivate fields in far-distant regions of

cessing technologists, IT specialists,

profit. “When you focus on food aid

the world, from the mountainsides of

accountants, writers and editors,

alone, you’re not giving people the

Ethiopia to the valleys of Honduras.

graphic designers, and specialists in

opportunity to get out of subsistence,”

market research and analysis. Their

Ms. Starkey emphasizes. Yes, people

Though some harvest enough food
to sell in the local or global market
place, for many others, farming is a
precarious living. Their land yields little
more than what they need to feed
their own families. With no surplus to
sell, they remain cash-poor, unable to
pay for basic medical care or school
ing for their children. With the slight
est drop in yield, their children go
hungry. Small wonder that subsistence
farmers comprise most of the world’s
poorest, most undernourished people.
As president of Fintrac, a private
agribusiness consulting group, Claire
Starkey ’81 has spent the past 20 years
working to change that through the

need to be fed, she explains, but they

American farmer can be life-changing

exporters, pack-house operators, trans

need something more—“opportunities

for farmers in the developing world.

port carriers, processors, ministers of

to make or increase income. We want

“The people we’re talking about may

agriculture—so on one level, we’re

to balance things so people are eating,

be making $100 or $400 a year—very,

working with some very big-picture

but also able to pay school fees or

very small amounts of money, if

players,” notes Ms. Starkey. But the

health clinic fees, or are able to afford

they’re even making any money at all

impact of the company’s work is most

an entrepreneurial opportunity that

when we start with them,” says Ms.

evident among the small farmers it

might otherwise elude them.”

Starkey. Some farmers, she adds, are

serves, and it’s clear that that’s what Ms.

accustomed to bartering and have

Starkey finds most gratifying. “Every

food production, from planting and

never dealt with cash at all. With

time we visit a country where we have

harvesting to processing, shipping and

guidance from Fintrac, “they can

one of our programs, we always get out

marketing. Helping farmers decide

quadruple their income, and what

to the field and visit some farms and

which crops to grow is among the

they’re able to do with that is amazing.”

farmers and farmer groups, and it’s

Projects focus on various stages of

most critical objectives. “Everything

In El Salvador, Fintrac introduced

wonderful to hear the stories.”
On a recent trip to Kenya, she spoke

we do is market-led,” says Ms. Starkey.

nut-shelling machines and other auto

“If the farmers are producing crops for

mated equipment to a family-run

with an older woman who farmed a

which there is no market, we immedi

cashew-processing company where

very small plot of land. “She said,

ately recommend switching out of

workers had previously used rocks to

‘With these new practices, I have

anything that doesn’t contribute to

shell their cashews by hand. Company

made more money this year and have

family food security."

profits have climbed as a result, from

been able to send my grandchildren to

$2 per pound to more than $5 per

school,”’ Ms. Starkey recalls. “It was

to grow three or four different crops

pound, and the business has hired

the first time anyone in their family

rather than one or two, to prevent the

more workers.

had the chance for an education.”

Fintrac also encourages farmers

catastrophic possibility that blight,

In Ethiopia, costly industrial

Testimonials like that are the

drought, flood, or storms will destroy

processing of coffee beans—a method

biggest payoff in a job she compares

an entire harvest. “We like to focus

that also contaminated the local water

to winning the lottery. “I get to wake

first on vegetables, because the crop

supply—has been replaced with a

up every day and work in a constantly

cycles are so much shorter.” That

less-expensive, eco-friendly system of

challenging environment, doing some

means farmers can harvest and sell

drying the beans on raised beds con

thing forward-thinking, working with

their produce several times a year, so

structed of cheap and easily accessible

great people.” She takes joy in the

if a natural disaster strikes, “they won’t

materials. Ethiopian producers using

kaleidoscope of faces and languages

lose everything, because they’ve made

the Fintrac raised-bed system report an

and cultures of her staff, who include

a little bit of money all year long.”

average annual sales increase of 255%.

An increase in yield and profit that
might seem small potatoes for an

Fintrac works with “all the different
players in the value chain—big

“Jamaicans, Bangladeshis, Uruguayans,
Nepalese, Hondurans, Salvadorans,
Kenyans, Brits, Tanzanians, Ugandans
and people of every religion, speaking

j y et io wo.-fze

t* p

every da.y cu^.d w

o r fz

(J\ cc

dozens of languages, with various
dialects from all over the world.
Together we can make a real differ

d o iw f

ence in the lives of a lot of folks who
have been overlooked.”
Her company also unites the
diverse interests she cultivated as a
history major at Daemen College,

yfe& f people.”
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where her father, John Starkey, was
a history professor for thirty years.
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farm developed by Fintrac, in the Rift Valley Province of Kenya.

“I had always hoped I could find a

of travel, a lot of writing, a lot of for

national consulting firm, where she

job that would combine all the things

eign language, and verbal communica

wrote letters, helped create proposals,

I loved: English and writing, acting,

tion. A liberal arts education was the

and edited technical documents written

foreign language, travel,” she recalls.

perfect foundation.”

in French. Several years later, while

“Then I was exposed to the interna

She began her career in Guinea-

working for a trade association, she

tional development arena and realized

Bissau, on the west coast of Africa, as an

became acquainted with Tom Klotzbach,

it was a little bit of everything— a lot

administrative assistant in a small inter

and they married and moved to the

Caribbean. “From the time we met until
today, we have always worked together,
and it has always been in development,”
Ms. Starkey says.
In 1991, the couple purchased
Fintrac, then “a little consultancy that
had never been incorporated in the
United States. It had done only
European Union contracts prior to
that. When we purchased it, it was
not making any money. We purchased
it for the historical qualifications it
had. The first order of business was
incorporating it in the U.S. and devel
oping a whole new approach to how
we were going to do business and
how we were going to win business,
and that involved building on some

Claire with employees of Fintrac, in the U.S. Virgin Islands.

post-harvest work that the company
used to do.
“We added marketing, and

local staff people who are known in

that country to do what you do, so in

eventually added production. Now

these communities, and that’s key to

the future they won’t need to rely on

our company focuses on value-chain

communicating and interacting

foreigners and foreign aid to assist

development, from production

effectively.

them in building their infrastructure,

through markets, for both fresh and

“We also work through demonstra

their income, their means of produc

processed [productsl. We also started

tion. We identify a dynamic local leader

tion. Their leadership should come

working with the USAID, which has

—it could be a small farmer—who is

from inside.

since become our primary client.”

forward-thinking, innovative, a little

Mr. Klotzbach serves as Senior

more willing to take risks.” When that

“We want to transfer technologies
and principles to more farmers, and

Vice President for Fintrac, which

leader plants a demonstration plot to

to make sure the skill sets have been

today is headquartered in St. Thomas,

highlight new crops or new farming

improved or expanded, so that when

U.S. Virgin Islands, where the couple

techniques, neighbors can observe

we leave, we’re no longer needed.”

live with their two children. They

the results and learn how to adopt the

W hen a project is complete, she

travel frequently, and though the

same methods. “They’re able to see

adds, she and her colleagues measure

journeys can be exhausting, “when

that when you institute basic technolo

their success by asking, “Is somebody

I get there, I’m totally energized,

gies and practices,* you immediately

better off?”

because these countries are fabulous,”

increase yields.”

Ms. Starkey says. “We’ve worked in

Ms. Starkey is ever mindful that

She answers that question every
time she visits the produce section of

some of the most beautiful and

her company’s aim is to get its clients

a supermarket. “We can actually see

intriguing countries in the world;

moving in the right direction, and

how raising agricultural income starts

I particularly love Africa.”

then to withdraw. “There used to be

to eradicate poverty—and the cycle of

She stresses that her company

the sense that you would stay in a

poverty,” she says. “Because once you

operates not as an overseer but in

country forever, that that was your

educate the children and keep them

partnership with the people of the

business. Now if you’re in development,

healthy, there are so many more things

countries it serves. “We work with

you focus on enabling the people in

that are possible in the next generation.”
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60s
Annmarie Bernadowicz George,
’66, Music, was elected President of
Faculty Senate for 2009-2010 and
celebrated her 35th year teaching at
Gannon University. She also became
a member of the Erie Philharmonic
Orchestra’s Board of Governors and
Mayor Sinnott’s Roundtable on the
Arts. In November 2008 she was
selected as Distinguished Alumna
by Daemen College.
Patricia Holden Rhoton, ’69, Sociology,
went to graduate school, married,
had two children, and then retired
after working full time in research
administration for over thirty-three
years. After a lifetime of multitasking,
she found retirement was not enough.
Patricia returned to work part time,
finding that was enough to keep her
out of trouble but still left her time
to enjoy life.

90s
Peter Bohrer, ’93,
Accounting, and his wife,
Tammy, welcomed their
daughter, Christina Lynn,
bom February 27, 2009.
She joins her brother,
Alexander Bruce, born December 13,
2005 and her big sister, Ciara, who is
ten years old. The family resides in
Livonia, NY.
H

Robin M. Burns (Brand), ’93,
Accounting, promoted to Principal
at Lumsden & McCormick, LLP,
Certified Public Accountants'. Robin,
who joined the company in 2002,
specializes in corporate income tax.
She is a member of the American
Institute of Certified Public
Accountants and the New York
State Society of Certified Public
Accountants.

Are you and your spouse
Brian Conly, ’9 5 , PT,
and Debbie Roth Conly,
’9 9 , Physical Therapy,
announce the birth of their
second child, Luke, bom
December 8, 2008.
Carol Kowalik, ’96, English, received
her Master’s in Library Science from
University at Buffalo in May 2008.
She works as a librarian at the Olean
Public Library in Olean, NY. Also, she
was invited to join Beta Phi Mu, the
Honor Society for Librarians. She
recently had two articles published
in “The Encyclopedia of Time” from
Sage Publications.

both Alumni?
Join the Honey Club!
Whether you were married
in 1949 or 2009 we want to know!

Tell us about it!
What's your story?
D id you start dating while at college ?
How did you m eet?
W hen did you get m arried ? Children ?
Favorite college m em ory together?

Jennifer Collier Blankenship, ’98,
Accounting, accepted a Manager posi
tion for the Nasco Department at Blue
Cross/Blue Shield of Western New York.
Amy Shialabba Ellington,
’98, Physical Therapy,
married Jason Ellington on October
13, 20 07. Amy earned her DPT
in 20 0 6 from Temple University
in Philadelphia. She works as lead
physical therapist for Hand and
Rehabilitation of North Carolina
Eden Clinic. The couple resides
ju st outside of Greensboro, NC.
Joanne Fadale, ’9 8 , Nursing, was
inducted into the Academy of
Emergency Nursing in 2008.

Do you have any children or grandchildren
that attended D aem en/R osary H ill ?

WHY JOIN?
Look forward to Alumni events for
Honey Club members such as a possible
Valentine’s Day Bash.
It’s eco-friendly! We can link you on our
system so you and your spouse get one
mailing if you prefer.
Your story could wind up in D aem en Today!
We will send you and your spouse a special
gift, just for sharing!
To become a member of the Honey Club use
the form on the back of this page and tell us
your special story. If you prefer you may email

Michael Rozanski, ’98,
fc Physical Therapy, and
Wf
"M ichelle Tollar Rozanski,
’00, Physical Therapy,
announce the birth of
their son, Ross Michael,
born November 7, 2008.

your information to

alumni@daemen.edu
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Jeremy Cook, ’99 Physical
Therapy, and Erin Scee
Cook, ’99 Physical
Therapy, welcomed their

Jessica
Burke, ’02,
Physical
Therapy, and

daughter Shayna Nicole in
December 2006. They also
celebrated the birth and mourned the
passing of their daughter Ella Rose in
July 2008. They are currently begin
ning the process of adoption.

Peter Morales
are happy to
announce
the birth of
their son,
Alexander
David Morales, bom October 3, 2008.

■

Your Name (first, maiden, last)
Grad Year.
Phone___
Email____
Spouse's Name (first, maiden, last)
Grad Year.

Jennifer Rickard Pachol,
|’99, Physical Therapy,

Phone___
Email____

and her husband, Eric,

Address / City / State/ Zip

announce the birth of their
son, Keilan Michael, bom
January 18, 2007.

What's your story? (How did you meet, when did
you get married, children, etc.)

00s

d Stephen Charlebois, ’02,
* p) /^Physical Therapy, and
Denise Rendell Charlebois,
’02, Physical Therapy,

«

welcomed their first son,
Andrew Connor on
February 3, 2009.

Lauren Cius, ’02, Graphic Design,

Robin Gillette Albrecht,
’00, Elementary
Education, was married to Aaron

has been promoted to Senior Art
Director for SKM Group, Inc.

Amanda Bishop Coburn,
’02, Psychology, announces

Albrecht on July 30, 2005.

Erin Shooshan Judge, ’00,
Physician Assistant, and
■

Favorite College Memory together

Do you have any Children or Grandchildren that
went to Daemen/Rosary Hill? If so, include name(s)
and graduation year(s)

Would you allow your story to be printed in Daemen
Today? Yes / No
Would you like to assist the Alumni office with event
programming for the Honey Club? Yes / No
Mail this form to Daemen College, Alumni
Relations, 4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226
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her husband, Charles,
welcomed their second
child, Juliana Grace, bom
November 6, 2008.

Elizabeth Sugar
Renczkowski, ’00,
Psychology, and

her husband, Dan,
welcomed their first
child, Toby Nathaniel,
bom October 9, 2008.

Melissa
Krawczyk
Schmidt, ’00
Elementary/
Special
Education,
and her hus
band, Adam,
announce the
birth of Ryan
Benjamin, born March 10, 2009.

the birth of her second
child, Isabelle Judith Rae,
bom June 15, 2008. She
and her husband just built
their dream home in Ellicottville, NY.

a

'

Denise Stelmack
Gottschalk, ’02, Physical
Therapy, and her husband

welcome their son, Evan
Robert, bom January 26,
2009. He joins his big sister,
Leah Catherine who is two years old.

Katie Johnson Stahl, ’03,
Psychology, was married
to Jonathan Stahl in 2 0 0 7 . The cou
ple makes their home in Palm
Springs, CA.

Raymond Graf,
’03, History &
Gov. Education
and Kathryn
Belliotti, ’06,
Art w ed on
July 10, 2009.
The couple
resides in West
Seneca. Ray is
a teacher in
Silver Creek, NY and Kate is the
Assistant Director of A lum ni Relations
& Annual Giving for Daemen College.
Susan Weber Orton, ’04,
Nursing, married Tom
O rton June 6, 2009. The couple make
their home in Salt Lake City, UT.
Amy W esoloski, ’04, Accounting,
has been prom oted to Supervisor at
Dopkins & Company CPA firm.
Christopher DePasquale,
’05, Physical Therapy,
Amanda DelBel DePasquale, ’06,
Elementary/Special Education, were
married on August 30, 2008. The couple
resides in Providence, RI.

Colby Ziegler Damon, ’06,
Nursing, was married to
Sean Damon on September 20, 2008.
Andrew Frano, ’06,
Business, announces his
engagement to Meg Ponvert. The couple
are planning a June 2010 wedding.
Peter Johnson, ’06,
History, and his fiancée
Courteney welcomed a baby
boy on May 4, 2009. The
couple is planning a May
2010 wedding.
Andrea Szeluga Kruszka, ’05, Business,
and Darryl Kruszka were married on
June 27, 2009.
Shona Robbins Beattie,
’06, English, welcomed her
second daughter, Lilian in
i June 2008. She joins her big
sister, Ryen.
Lauren Crashell,’06, Social
Work, is engaged to Joseph
Rozmus Jr. An October 1,
2010 wedding is planned.

Danielle Woodman
Kehoe, ’07, Executive
Leadership, and Daniel Kehoe were
married July 11, 2009. The couple
resides in Williamsville, NY. Danielle
is Director of Academic Grants for
Daemen College.
otdaemen

college

official daemen college alumni

KEEP US INFORMED... APPEAR IN THE NEXT C1ASS NOTES!
The Alumni Relations Office wants to keep in touch with you, our Alumni. Your input allows us to provide you with
better services. Fill out the form below on both sides and drop it in the mail to us; we look forward to hearing from you.
Send to: Alumni Relations Office, 4380 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226. You may also submit your information by Email, contact:
pjustin@daemen.edu. Attach high resolution digital photographs along with the appropriate identification and announcement text.
Current Name:
Name while attending College:

Class Year:

Course of Study:

Current Address (is this a new address?):
City/State/Zip:______________________
Day phone:
Please call me:

Evening phone:
□ Day

□ Evening

Preferred email:

J o b Ne ws ■announce that promotion or job change (including retirement) that you have worked so hard to earn. Let your classmates
and fellow alum know of your achievements.

___________ _________________________________________________________ __
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W hite, ’06,
Health Care

Joel Marsh, ’08, Accounting, was
named staff accountant for Lumsden
& McCormick, LLP He resides in

Studies, and

Buffalo, NY.

Kelly Barton

her husband,
Brenton, are
pleased to
announce the
birth of their

Ashley Sisson, ’08,
Physician Assistant, is
engaged to Andrew Bartz.
The couple plans a wedding
for September, 2010.

Linda Skinner Malguarnera, ’70,
History & Government, passed
away on October 16, 2007.
Janis Kennedy Held, ’74, Education,
passed away on June 30, 2007.
Lawrence May, 7 7 , Physical Therapy,
passed away on June 22, 2009.

son, Camden,
on March 16, 2009.
Krystal
Zdrojewski
Kapatos, ’06,
Art, and her
husband,
Dennis,
announce the
birth of their
son, Luke, bom January 20, 2009.
Krystal works for the Brevard County
School District. They reside in Viera, FL.
Heather Best Maier, ’08,
Education, and Todd
Maier were married December 6,
2008, and honeymooned in Aruba.
They reside in Depew NY.

InMemoriam
Marion Schnell Lyons, ’57,
Sociology, passed away on June 6,
2009. She is survived by her son,
James Timothy.
Ann Marie Weiss, ’6 3 , Business,
passed away on March 14, 2009 in
New Smyrna Beach, FL.
Barbara Spellburg Weber Lewis
Hartman, ’6 6 , Business, passed
away on October 19, 2008. She is
survived by her husband Terry; sister
Joann; and numerous other relatives
and friends.

Marriages - we are honored to announce the marriages of our alumni - many alum are marrying each other!

Births - your child(ren) can join our Baby Bear Club if you tell us when they were born. We’ll send the child a letter and a
Daemen College Baby Bear. ____________________ ___________________________________________________ _______________

Memorials - tell us of the recent death of an alum or friend of the college.

Change of Address — let us know where you are —we reconnect many friends to rekindle old friendships, help reunite sororities/
fraternities, social clubs, etc. We can’t put your old friends in touch with you if we cant find you!

Fond Memories - one event (or many) which you remember from your College experience. Send a message out to your friends!

Circa 1940s Biology Class in Serra Hall,
instructed by Sister Florentine O.S.F. Ph.D., Rosary Hill College.
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Mark Jryour caleildars now!

HOMECOMING
iP p v

FAMILY WEEKEND
November 6 * 7

Homecoming and Family Weekend is the time
families, alumni and faculty to come togeth
share in the ever-changing experience o
This year we're featuring many noteworthy &
• Distiguished Alumni Awards Dinner
¡¡¡Musicalfare Theatre presents Man ofLaM
• Casino Caberet Party featuring Lance Diamoi
• Class reunions
¡1 Well known entertainer/comedian

Mich

• and much more!
Watch your mailbox for an invitation

